112 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES
Ultimately the whole of Adam's race is affected by the
consequences of the ancestral fault.1 It is not a question of
original sin, as Catholic theology understands it, but rather of
a kind of congenital disposition, a sinful inclination which has
its roots deep in the hearts of all Adam's descendants. To the
anxious inquiry : " Who is there who has not sinned ? " the
answer is always " No man," for none is pure in the eyes of the
Lord 2; and reflexion on this fact leads to the conclusion that
it would have been better not to have been born, or to have
been like the beasts, which have no reason to fear what comes
after death.3
Only by the help of God, given in answer to fervent prayer,
can man hope to be delivered from the bondage of sin.4 A
frail hope, indeed, for although to its possessors the Law offers
a sure guide to the good (according to the will of God), the Law
is hard to know and still harder to obey. How many can
honestly say that they have succeeded in this difficult task ? 5
We are reminded of that famous passage from Saint Paul
(Rom. vii. Tjjf.), which describes the Law, holy and righteous
in itself, as a constant source of sin, because by defining every
occasion for sin it increases the sinfulness of the wretched man
who is unable to keep the whole of it. In spite of the Law,
and almost by reason of it, Paul felt himself sinking into the
dark night of sin and perdition, and there were probably many
among his contemporaries who shared his pessimism.
II
man's destiny 6
What, then, does perdition imply ? First, that the Jew who
feared it no longer limited the destiny of man to this life, and
that he looked forward to a life beyond the grave, a future
state which would be favourable or fatal according to his con-
duct during his life on earth. Such an idea did not spring full
fledged and spontaneously from the Jewish mind.
The general Jewish belief accepted the obvious interpreta-
tion of the Old Testament account of the creation and the fall
of Adam, namely, that, if God's original design had not mis-
1 cclxxx, 370 jof.; lxxv, m, 228.
2	4 Esdras vii. 46, 48 ;   Enoch xv. 4 :   Apoc. Baruch xlviii. 42 ff.
3	4 Esdras viii. 116-26.	4 Wisdom vii. 7.
5	Tixeront, Hist, des dogmes, Paris, 1905, i, 39 ff.9 makes the mistake
of relying exclusively on 4 Esdras, which is under suspicion of Christian
influence.
6	On the idea of retribution, cf. Lods, The Prophets of Israel, book iii,
chap, i, § 2.

